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should be not the multiplicity of material wants but rather their
restriction consistently with comfort. He should cease to think
of getting what he can. On the other hand, he should decline to
receive what others cannot get. In brief, the satyagrahi may
possess what he needs when nobody else stands in need of it,
and when possession does not involve violence and exploitation.
Non-possession implies the ideal of trusteeship in relation
to accumulated wealth, talents of people, and their earnings
beyond their immediate needs.
Gandhiji would dispossess every one of all his private pro-
perty if this could be achieved non-violently. People cannot
amass wealth without violence and without the co-operation
and help of other members of society. They have therefore no
moral right to use any of it for personal advantage and to
exploit others. So long as they are not prepared to give up
possessions beyond their immediate needs they should change
their attitude and act not as proprietors but as trustees, utilizing
the property for the benefit of the community.
Similarly some people with talents have the ability to earn
more than others. He would not cramp their intellect and
would allow them to earn more. But they should adopt the atti-
tude of trustees and use the bulk of their greater earnings for
the good of the State. Apart from earnings, people should also
use even their talents for the good of the community. Thus he
stands for socialization of property as well as talents.
Trustees should act as owners not in their own right but in
the right of the community and should be given a fair
suggests that "by providing social security, by discouraging the cultivation
of power impulses and by shifting the basis of self-esteem from power and
material appearances to solid worth in the sense of co-operation, in the
community, we should not be violating at any rate any strong inherent
need, and might eliminate the socially artifacted need for possessions, and
so remove one cause for the anxious reactions of the younger and the
depressive reactions of older people." As foundations of the type of charac-
ter which alone would make a better society possible he recommends,
"Anonymity within community to which one belongs. . .the acquisition of
skill and the development of gifts and abilities rather than material posses-
sions; co-operativeness rather than competitiveness; realistic acceptance
of the foundations of freedom which implies taking of risks for freedom's sake;
and the acceptance of self-sacrifice to the point of death if need be. . . ."
Psychological Effects of War on Citizen and Soldier, Chapters III and VII,
especially pp. 100 and 240.